
October 26, 2021 SENT VIA: EMAIL 

Bureau of Reclamation 
Financial Assistance Operations 
Attn: NOFO Team 
P.O. Box 25007, MS 84-27133 
Denver, CO 80225 

SUBJECT: Letter of Support for WaterSMART: Water and Energy 
Efficiency Grant Application Sonoma County Water Agency - 
Sonoma-Marin Drought Resiliency Program) 

To whom it may concern: 

Serving as Executive Director of the Russian River Watershed 
Association (RRWA), I am writing to express support of the grant 
application entitled “Sonoma-Marin Drought Resiliency Program,” 
submitted by the Sonoma County Water Agency (Sonoma Water) on 
behalf of the Sonoma-Marin Saving Water Partnership (Partnership). 
The RRWA is a coalition of ten public agencies in Sonoma and 
Mendocino Counties that have come together to coordinate regional 
programs in the Russian River watershed for clean water, habitat 
restoration, and watershed enhancement.  

The Partnership represents a collective of major water utilities in Sonoma and Marin counties 
that have joined together to provide collaborative solutions for cost-effective water use 
efficiency programs in our region. In this spirit, we have worked collaboratively with Partnership 
members and stakeholders for many years on water conservation initiatives and believe that the 
Partnership’s proposal is an important step to maximize the impact of water use efficiency 
programs throughout Sonoma and Marin counties. 

In April 2021, Governor Newsom declared a State of Emergency in Mendocino and Sonoma 
counties due to severe drought conditions in the Russian River Watershed, which provides 
drinking water to more than 600,000 residents in Sonoma and Marin counties. In July 2021, 
Governor Newsom extended the Emergency declaration to include Marin County due to severe 
drought conditions. The current conditions highlight the importance of the Partnership’s 
proactive role in helping fund, maintain and implement an array of water-use efficiency programs 
for our region. 
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This project will provide rebate incentives for community members to make water efficient 
improvements that will help our region successfully adapt to a limited water supply, current 
drought constraints, and future climate change conditions. We give this proposal our fullest 
support, and highly recommend its sponsorship by the US Bureau of Reclamation Water and 
Energy Efficiency Grant (WEEG) program. We look forward to hearing of its success 

Thank you in advance for considering the grant application entitled “Sonoma-Marin Drought 
Resiliency Program,” submitted by Sonoma Water on behalf of the Partnership. Please feel free to 
contact me if you have any questions, at cleanwater@rrwatershed.org  or 707-508-3670. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Andy Rodgers, Executive Director 
Russian River Watershed Association 

cc: Maureen Mulheren, Chair RRWA and Mendocino County Supervisor 
Neysa Hinton, Vice Chair RRWA and City of Sebastopol Councilmember 
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